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Left, top: The B&O Eckington station shown here stood along the Metropolitan 
Branch of the B&O line at the intersection of Florida and New York Avenues. 
By 1907, the passenger station was removed and the site overtaken by the 
company’s freight lines and station. 
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Left, middle: Between 1907 and 1909, Randolph Place was built up with a 
number of industrial buildings, including the Schlitz Brewing Company bottling 
plant and the National Biscuit Company Warehouse, both of which are still 
standing. 
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left, bottom: The National Biscuit Company Warehouse, built in 1907, spans the 
block between Randolph Place and S Street, presenting two similar facades. 
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Right, top: The National Geographic Society warehouse, built 1925. 
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Right, bottom: This commercial row, recently added onto with rooftop additions, 
was built in 1926 with stores on the first floor and apartments above. 
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The industrial growth remained confined to the edges of the tracks 
and did not deter the continued residential construction in Eck-
ington. By then, however, the former freestanding frame dwellings 
of the Eckington subdivision were a thing of the past as rows of 
two- and three-story brick row houses began to surround the once 
isolated suburban houses. Stylistically, there were changes, too, as 
Victorian row house forms gave way to more transitional and more 
purely Colonial Revival-style dwellings. 

The commingling of residential and industrial was not all 
seamless. In 1906, residents of Randolph Place and surround-
ing streets signed a petition complaining that a nearby stable 
was a “public nuisance and a drawback to the community.” 
The residents argued that “the odor arising from the stable is 
almost unbearable, and that the workmen cause a disturbance 
with their loud talking and laughter…” 

The continued residential growth of Eckington and the surround-
ing area demanded new amenities, namely schools, and in 1926 
McKinley High School was built at 2nd and T Street. When built, 
the school was located on a commanding site near Eckington’s 
highest ground and across from the then still-standing Gales 
Mansion. In 1932, however, after extensive fire damage, the old 
Gales mansion was demolished. Still, despite demolition of this 
first phase in the history of Eckington, the area’s many layered 
history is readily discernible in its combination of residential and 
industrial buildings unique in the city. 
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